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The foUoTnng pages are Earnestly and Prayerfiilly 
addressed^ especially^ to all those who are looking 
with a single eye to discover^ how far Almighty 
Qod is working in the present Movements of the 
Christian Worlds denominated Bevivals; in ascer- 
taining which^ I exclude from consideration all re- 
sults now attained thereby, whatever their tendencies 

■ * • • 

may be, and confine all'Deinonstrations, alone, to 
God's Declarations in Holy Scripture; as being a 
course, wli^ch if justly pursued, must of Necessity 
lead to an Absolutely True Conclusion. 



Blessed Lord/ who hast* caused all Holjr Serqitures to. be 
written for our leanung; grant tl^t we may in such wise 
hear.them^ read, mark^ learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of Thy Holy "Word, we may 
embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



THE 
DOCTRINE OP HOLY SCRIPTURE 

EESPEorraa 

THE EFFECT OF PRAYER. 



The Necessity, Obligation, Comfort, and Blessing 
of, ^* In all things letting our reqtiests be made known 
unto God in prayer and supplication;^' yea, and of 
"Praying without ceasing^'' is not the Subject now 
to be considered. All Christians unite in blessing 
God, "For this his unspeakable gift ;'' for by it, alone, 
can they attain, " That peace of mind which passeth 
all understanding ;'' but as all our Prayers are not 
productive of such a blessed result, it becometh our 
JDuty to examine, whether Holy Scripture enables us 
to perceive, why our Prayers are so often unfruitful. 

The Fruit or Effect of Prayer, that is, that which 

Prayer obtains, may, so far as it relates to Man^s 

A 2 
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Ordinary Wants in this world, be vouchsafed by Two 
Separate and Distinct Operations. 1st. By an addition 
of Powers of Action to those which God attached to 
each Man at his Birth, and so termed, his Natural 
Powers, that is, By an addition to him of Super- 
natural, or other than his Natural Powers. 2ndly. 
By such an Ordering of the Circumstances in which 
Man acts, as that the Powers God attached to each 
Man at his Birth, may be sufficient to secure his 
desires. 

Although the effect of each of these Operations is 
the same, m relation to the J&»^ Obtained, the Nature, 
Character, and Value of the End Obtained is far 



otherwise* - « • : ( nv. ku • • . ^^t. 



V. 



In the 1st Casey If :a Man of the present day can*- 
not of. himself do- any Good 1?hijag, .aad it is by 
Immediate Action, ^f. God thai worketh in^iiifn to will 
and to do ofKhvsgQodpleaafuire^\ it must follow ; That 
Man of the present day ia credited •\to\ be, meT€H^,^»& 
the hand of a Clock,- to poitit out. the. Character of 
Action, which Almighty God see& meet. to exhibit. by 
him. He points oujb^ Na -Purity^ or> Impurity ; . No 
Perfe^ion or Imperfection in himself, or in his own 
Nature ; but, alone, in the Character and Nature of 
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the ActSj which the Divine Being has. beest.j^leased to 
exhibit by means of him; seeing tht^ a sufficient 
Causing .o£God^ must^ in ;the Case we are supposing^ 
Necessitate man to Bequest; aright; Obtain a Gra- 
cious < answer; and Insure a Successful use. of the 
Grace vouchsafed ; in which, case, Man thus Caused 
to act has.no capability of doing more, than exhibit. 
The Charucter which the Pure and Unmixed Will of 
God chooses to exhibit by him, . ,> 

Im the 2nd 'Case, Man knowing his. Weakness and 
Frailty, and God^s Gracious Permission and Com- 
mand to Pray for. the assistance he requires, ^^ Casts 
all Aw core o».,Ai»»,^\ assured,' That. if of his own 
Free Will, ;he unreservedly '^ spreads out ^' his diffi- 
culties at the footstool of God^s Grace, that Being, 
by such an ordering of r External Circumstanjces; 
as, ^^ By staying . tie Rough m>nd in the ^da^ qf the 
East windj. By wt suffering Christians to be tempted 
above that. thtynareMlCy but unth the temptation also 
making a way to 0Scape/>^ w^U etnable Hxe Powers that 
were vquohAC^ed, to him at Birth, to preserve him from 
evil,, and to. Abtajm for, him .«very thing that God 
sees it meet for him to possess. 

The End thus Obtained is indeed Precisely the Same 
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as that which is obtained by God^s Immediate Addition 
to man of Supernatural Power*, and so is^ Man's 
dependence on God^s Grace to keep him £rom falling ; 
and on Prayer, for the attainment of His Grace \ but 
the Nature, Character, and Value of the End Ob- 
tained is in Direct Opposition; seeing that Man 
does not exhibit by it, alone. The Character which 
The Pure and Unmixed Will of God chooses to 
exhibit by him; but, by his Free Selection to use or 
refuse the blessed Aid vouchsafed to him by God, 
in His gift of permission to Pray, and thus of 
obtaining the promises attached to Prayer, he exhi- 
bits. The Character which Man by the Free use of the 
Powers God vouchsafed to him at Birth chooses to 
exhibit. And thus Man here exhibits. Not the 
Character which it is possible for Almighty God to 
make each Man represent; but that which each Man, 
by means of the Powers vouchsafed to him at Birth, 
and of the External Aids which God permits and 
commands Man, if he wills to do so, to seek and 
request of Him, is himself able to represent. 

The consequences of these Two Operations being 
so opposite to each other, it becomes a Duty to ascer- 
tain, what is the teaching of Holy Scripture on the 
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subject^ tliat being the Specified Object of our Piresent 
Inquiry^ and an Authority without whose sanction 
all else is void. ' i ^ ^^ • 

In Luke xxii. 31 itisirecorded^ ^^AndtheJbordaaid, 
SinKfniSimony behold, •Satan hath desired tg, have you, 
that he may sift ymi as wheat : ,but I have prayed for 
thee;" for what? Not^That God.may increase^thy 
strength: May give thee His Spirits His Gorace: Of 
add in any manner to the Powers that 4hou now hast ; 
but^ ^^That thy faith, that isj The iSedth >that thou now 
hast, faU not,'' through circumstances presenting a 
weight of temptations ^greater than it can resist. • 

In that beautifiil prayer of our blessed .Lord^3 in 
Johnxvii. 11-16. it is recorded to this effect. ^^And 
now Holy Father I come to thee/kegi those.whom thou 
hast given me : I pray not that, thou ahouldst take 
them out of the world, but, that thou shouldst keep 
them/^ Not| £rom evil, that is> firom doing what is 
evil; but, ^^ from- the wicked,'^ that is, from the 
attacks of him that is wicked. Does Man err < in 
thinking? That while Jesus was in this world, the 
attacks of the wicked were directed i^ainst him, as 
the Head; but that when he had left this world, their 
attacks would be directed against the Apostles, they 
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then being the Earthly Head; and that hence was 
the petition made^ ^^ But that thou shouldst keep them 
from [the attacks of) the wicked" 

In Mat. xxvi. 41 it is recorded, '^atch and pray/' 
Not, that ye be strengthened to resist , but, "that ye 
enter not into temptation/' It is not, The spirit indeed 
is not able even to Desire what is good. Nay, it is, " The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.'' Ob- 
serve, This is our Lord's description of the Apostles 
state before they received the Holy Spirit. 

In, 1 Cor. X. 13 it is recorded, " But Grod is faith- 

■ 

fill, who will not sufier you to be tempted above,'^ 
Not, that which he will make you able; No, it is, "that 
ye are able to resist; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it/^ if y€ will strive to do so ; It is not, that ye must 
necessarily be delivered from it. 

In John vi. 44 it is recorded, "No one cometh to 
me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him," 
{by a revelation to him of my authority by Prophecy 
or Miracle) ; "though* I shall raise him up at the last 
day." The word translated To draw, means. To 
move in the ordinary course of motion; and so, A net 

* See Luke xviii. 17. 
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may be drawn^ if it is not entangled in the rocks : 
also^ A man that chooses to move in the course of 
the motion.* One that is Dravm and not Com- 
petted to movef; that is SeducedX and not Ravished^ 
consents to the performance of the Act^ and is there- 
fore a Free Agent in relation thereto, and as such, 
is responsible for the consequences of it. The word 
To Draw, in no case, in itself determines, whether 
the Course of Motion is Voluntary or Compelled, 

In Philip, ii. 12 it is recorded in the Original, 
"Wherefore, my beloved, just as ye have always 
obeyed with fear and trembling not when in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence ; 
finish your own salvation. For it is God which 
worketh for you both the possibility to will and the 
possibility to effect from the pleasure to be derived 
therein J^ Of his good pleasure, is not in the Original 

In John xvi. 13 it is not recorded in the Original, 
^'Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth is come;" but, 
Howbeit when that comforter, the spirit of the truth 



• Jer. xxxviii. 13. 
t See Luke xiy. 23. 

X This is one of the MeanmgB of the Origmal Word here 
translated Draco. 
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concerning me is come; Not, it will compel or force 

you into all truth, (who has yet ever attained this per- 
fection ?J but, it "vrill guide you ujgito^ or|;pwarcU^ all 

truth. 

In 1 Cor. iii. 6 it is recorded, '/ 1 have planted, 
ApoUos watered; but God g^ve the increase;^^ seeing 
He alone it is that can bring together soil suifed to 
the beneficial rec^tion either of the seed or waiexing. 

In Phil. iv. 7 it is not recorded in the Original, 
And God shall keep your hearts and minds in that 
peace which passeth all understanding through Jesus 
Christ; but, "And the peace of Otod/' that is, And 
the peace which Godpermitteth Man to attain, "which 
passeth aU understanding, shaU keep.your hearts and 
minds through Jesus Christ." 

The records of Holy Scripture teach. That Man's 
Excellence, Purity and Perfection does not consist in 
Particular Attainments, but. in obedience to what he 
believes to be right. A Jew once acted Excellently, 
Purely and Perfectly, In demanding Am eyjs for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. In giving his wife a bill of 
Divorcement, if he willed to do so. In circumcising 
his child. In offering sacrifices for sin ^c. ^c. ; 
because he believed it right to do so. A Christian 
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now acts Excellently, Purely and Perfectly, In revising 
to observe all these Commands of God \ because lie 
believes it right to do so. As God does not change, 
His Excellence, Purity and Perfection of different 
dates, cannot be in direct opposition to each other; 
and hence the Holy Scriptures teach. That His Ex- 
cellence, Purity and Perfection cannot consist in 
Particular Attainments, but in the Motive that caused 
Man to attain; as in relation to this one Particular, 
alone, axe God's estimates of Excellence united. 
Attainments therefore will not Determine Man's Ex- 
cellence, Purity or Perfection, although effected by 
God^s Supernatural Power, seeing that these can alone 
be Determined, by the Motive in Man himself, that 
caused him to attain. 

If God supplies Man both with the Thing Attained, 
and with the Motive to attain, the Character so 
presented is no longer that of Man, but of God. 
The Holy Scriptures farther teach. That the gift 
of a Supernatural Attainment is not any just estimate 
of Excellence, unless Balaam may be regarded as an 
example of Excellence. To God, A Really Repented 
sin, we are taught, " causes more Joy than ninety nine 

Just Actions ;'' Is not the Design of this record to 

B 
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teach^ That His estimate of Excellence, is the Motive 
to attain, and not, TTie Amount of Repetitions of 
Excellent Attainments ? 

The Defect for the removal of which Man is per- 
mitted to Pray, is not a want oi Power to act rightly, 
but of such an Ordering of the Circumstances in 
which he is to act, as will not induce him to trans-; 
gress. If a Capability of deviating from Bight is 
never presented to Man, there can be no doubt, but 
that he will never transgress. Transgression cannot 
exist, by a Deficiency of Power to Act Rightly, for 
not to possess such Power, is not a fault, but a mis- 
fortune, ^^ How shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard;" it must therefore exist, by a Misuse of 
the Powers possessed, through the Influence of Circum- 
stances , that the Powers possessed, if rightly used, are 
able to resist. The Holy Scriptures record. That Man 
was created "Very good" and although it is recorded, 
"That he hath sought out divers inventions" Where is 
there a Record? That in relation to his Powers, he 
lost anything by Sin; indeed the record is, that by 
Sin he obtained Power "To know good and evil" 

The Holy Scriptures in the Original Language 
teach. That Christian men do receive through the 
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Grace, Bounty, and Love of their Heavenly Father, 
the Free Gift of, A 'Holy Spirit, (See Acts xix, 1-7, 
and John vii. 39) that is, the Free Gift of their spirits 
being wholly freed from guilt : they also teach, That 
this Free Gift can, alone, in this life, be attained, 
through Baptism into the Sacrifice and Blood of his 
Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: but I find no 
teaching of Holy Scripture in the Original Language, 
That God gives any Gift to Man of. The Holy Spirit, 
other than that which is exercised, alone, in the 
effecting of works, that Man has not now, or, as far 
as Holy Scripture teaches, ever had, any Natural 
Power to effect. 

It does indeed seem just. That Angels join with 
men in blessing and praising God, that in the hour of 
death, a Repentant Thief receives a Gracious Pardon, 
if the blessing be attained by his own Free Seeking 
and Acceptance ; but does it seem just. That Angels 
join with men in blessing and praising God, if such 
Pardon is attained, alone, by His granting Spiritual 
Aid to Repent, when such Aid, had it not been 
withheld, would have precluded the existence of 
anything to be repented of? 

It may suit Mavis Vanity, To seek to shift his sin 
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from his own Free selection to incur it. To his want 
of God^s Restraining Grace through Adam. It may 
suit Maris Indulged Nature, To seek to exchange 
Patient Restraint and Watchfulness of himself, with 
incessant earnest prayer for a gracious Unseen Order- 
ing of his goings as God sees best, for Simple Petitions, 
ofttimes Loud and Public, for an Immediate possession 
of an Excited Pleasurable State, denominated Free 
Grace; for the Divine imparting of which, there is no 
sanction in Holy Scripture. It may suit Maris Love 
of Admiration, To profess, that the Effect of years 
of Debauchery upon his own Character and Mind, 
is, by the Grace of God, changed on the instant, so 
as that he becomes as qualified as the Oldest 
Saint, to teach the depths of Holiness, Purity, and 
Piety to his Christian Fellows. 

"£fe that hath ears to hear, let him hear;^^ but "Let 
him take heed what he hears /^ for it is written, " Ye 
ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss J^ 

FINIS. 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world; but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove, 
what is tnat good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. 
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Since the Publication of the foregoing Pages, the 
suggestions of my friends have led me to add this 
Appendix, with Prayer, that it may be Permitted to 
terminate some Honest mental difficulties that now 
exist in relation to some Theological Doctrines. 

The requisite to prove, ^^ That the Cause of Man's 
transgression is his want of Powers to act lightly,^^ is 
some passage of Holy Scripture in which that Doc- 
trine is expressly taught, or by wHch its existence 
must be implied; but not only have I been unable 
to find such a passage, but it is, in my opinion. 
Impossible, that such a passage can exist; seeing. 
That Man^s possession of Power to choose the course 
he pursues, which is a requisite of Free Agency, is a 
direct Contradiction to his want of any Power to 
perform that which he does choose. 
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To contend, That a Contradiction is no Proof that 
a proposition cannot be true, because such a Con- 
tradiction exists in relation to the Doctrine of Man's 
Free Agency, and God's Foreknowledge, without 
invalidating the truth of either of them, is assigning 
a reason that can be proved to be false. 

It may indeed be Asserted, That if Man is a Free 
Agent, it is Impossible for God to jporeknow what 
will be his course of action ; but it can assuredly be 
Proved, that Human Reason requires a Full Belief, 
That Every course of action which Man by the Free 
exercise of his own Will chooses to pursue. Must of 
necessity be Foreknown by Almighty God. 

All actions must be directed by One of Two Prin- 
ciples. They must either be directed by Chance, 
such as, by the Casting of a Dice, in which case. The 
course of action, in detail, must of Necessity be Irre^ 
gvlar ; and such Man's course of action, in detail, is 
not. The Miser, in the detail of his actions, is not 
Indifferently Generous. The Humane Man, Indif- 
ferently Cruel. Neither is the Godly Man, Indif- 
ferently Blasphemous. Or, Actions must be directed 
by Bule, the prescriptions of which although un- 
known to Man, are, by Human Reason, required 
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to be known by Him that is Almighty, both as res- 
pects the Character of their existence, and the Results 
which their observance will obtain. 

Man^s Ignorance in this Case is precisely that which 
attends him in every other case. He can prove the 
Fact that he has life, but of the Immediate Means by 
which he possesses and sustains it, as well as of that 
by which a Flayer grows &c. fee, he is wholly Igno- 
rant. 

In all things, God requires Man to believe His 
declarations, and . to be Ignorant of His Immediate 
Means of eflFecting them; but. In no case, does He 
require Man to believe any declaration, that makes 
Man acknowledge he is Ignorant, How to reconcile 
its existence with any of God^s other declarations. 

In relation to the doctrine of Predestination, 
2 Pet. iii. 9, ^^God not vnlling that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance/^ demonstrates, 
if the Unlimited Existence of Predestination be ad- 
mitted. Either that aU men will be saved, which 
Holy Scripture declares they will not be ; or. That 
Gt)d is not Almighty, seeing that what He wills. He 
is unable to eflFect ; and this is Blasphemy ; conse- 
quently, The existence of God's Predestination of 
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Man's Final State, is, by Holy Scripture, shewn to 
be an Impossibility. (See Heb. vi. 18.) 

Some passages of Holy Scripture indeed there are, 
that Predestinate Man's Temporal Position in this 
world; and some, Not God's determination respect- 
ing, The Final State of any Personally Specified Indi- 
viduals; but respecting. The Final State of all the 
Individuals that Finally are of the Ciaracter that is 
Specified. He has Predestinated, That all men that 
live the lives of true Christians shall be saved. 

Predestination and Foreknowledge must not be 
confounded. In Predestination, Man's course of 
action is chosen for him by him that Predestinates. 
In Foreknowledge, The course of action that Man 
will choose for himself is known by him that Fore- 
knows. 
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